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From Friday April 22nd, 1994 CNN evening reports on the hospitalization of The 37th President of the United 
States Richard M. Nixon 
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welcome to Larry King Live tonight a grave prognosis for former President Richard Nixon the head of New 
York hospital stroke unit gives us the latest on Nixon's condition and tells how you can avoid a stroke plus 
doctors told her she had cancer a surgeon removed her breast before she found out they were all wrong 
here Elizabeth England's frightening story now here's Larry good evening President Nixon remains in serious 
condition tonight at New York Hospital Cornell Medical Center two marine sergeants arrived at the hospital to 
serve as the former president's honor guard of necessary the news that one of our most resilient presidents 
has been felled by a stroke has brought renewed attention to that ailment about half a million Americans 
suffer strokes every year almost 150,000 of them died here to tell us more about Richard Nixon's condition 
and update us on the latest treatment for strokes is dr. Denise Babu director of the stroke center of New York 
Hospital Cornell Medical Center a hospital where President Nixon is denied dr. Bob boot joins us in New 
York also here in Washington is David Mahoney chairman of the Dana Alliance for brain initiatives mr. 
Mahoney an old friend of President Nixon was chairman of the Bicentennial Commission in 1968 and has 
been active in neuroscience with two neuro science centers named after him one at the University of 
Pennsylvania one at Harvard dr. Barr booth speaking frankly is there any hope it's typical to know at this 
point the president is the fourth and fifth best day of the year stroke and this is the greatest time for him that's 
when he's brain sweating is at its maximal and he is in critical condition does that mean though there is a 
chance there is a chance there is always a 


00:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=neHJCkRFpjc&t=121s 





there is a chance there is always a chance what if this word had turned around what would happen the 
swelling from now on would slowly subside and progressive improvement would be noted there on David a 
stroke is a brain injury well | speak as a layman of course Larry believing fergus stroke is a heart attack of 
the brain that deal | think the doctor Bob Lutz would carry a more but you're doing a lot of research in that 
and neurosurgeons of what deal with it right well neurosurgeons would deal specifically with this we work not 
only with neurosis at the dinner Alliance but with the neuroscientists in all of the areas is this a heart attack of 
the brain Denis it's sort of a heart attack it's a death of a part of the brain tissue with swelling around it as 
occurs in any means or any in any part of the body it happen anytime anyone anywhere indeed most likely to 
get at our home the elderly obviously more likely than the young there are several predisposing factors 
hypertension is the first known one other known risk factors would be smoking and obesity rather more 
obscure ones listed in the hundreds and | can't even begin a discussion on the subject and now what is 
happening now when someone is in a deep coma what is the treatment there are two things one can do 
when brain swelling worsens the underlying stroke in desperation the one can use a drug called mannitol 
which reduces swelling and if the patient had previously wished or the circumstances appear to be right in 
desperation one can also hyperventilate the person to trying to take fluid off the brain all right has either of 
those desperate moves been made | don't know I'm afraid I'm not directly 
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| don't know I'm afraid I'm not directly involved in the ex-presidents care would you guess that they have 
been made from what you know would it be a rough yes yes rough guess would be no why because | don't 
think the condition is about to be at the moment although | did know directly and | have a feeling that the 
president has expressed a living well several months ago specifically not wanting a heroic measures to be 
undertaken and the catastrophic circumstances you know president makes him very well david would it 
surprise you that he has a living will no not a bit i think that and i speak with great respect for the president 
you mentioned earlier his resiliency is there but | think that the president always tried to control his own 
destiny in his own life in a pragmatic way and | would not have be a bit surprised that he wanted to pass out 
with dignity so he would have said no emergency measures no late measures | don't know specifically Larry 
what he would have said but he'd said just don't need perhaps life-support systems or anything extreme to 
keep me on when the results might not be too satisfactory anyway that's purely a supposition it's often said 
sometimes it out of bad comes good will we now focus more attention on stroke and on the whole 
neurosurgical field well Larry that's the whole purpose of the Dana Alliance of initiatives we have around this 
135 odd top neuroscientists in the country all working on these issues they've made more progress in 
understanding neural issues in the last 10 years perhaps than the preceding hundred and these scientists 
such as the one you meeting tonight no | just dedicated people who are really moving in these areas what do 
you say Larry that diseases will hit many people and they're important diseases if we could think of as cancer 
and AIDS and a terrifying but neural problems are gonna happen to every one of us we're gonna have a form 
of memory lapse stroke heart condition or other real mr. 
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stroke heart condition or other real mr. Severson has the age we're gonna have a neurological problem well 
as we age we're gonna have them Larry but also is that it get into genetics when you're young you might find 
that you're manic depressive as a result of that so the progress is tremendous and a lot of drugs have come 
along of course and that's the whole point dr. Babu is it a fact that when something like this happens to 
someone famous we do focus more attention and since we focus more attention that in effect helps your field 
absolutely absolutely it is thanks to foundations like the Dana foundation that any progress is made the 
scientists have always been there always will be but the limiting factor has always been the funds available 
versus national level and private funds to continue doing research and that | think is a crucial message are 
we looking for a preventive dr. Barr boot or a cure | think both preventing stroke is obviously a more 
important than trying to cure existing ones but both very important parts of the research were all involved in 
we'll be right back we'll be including your phone calls for dr. Denise Barr booth director of the Stroke Center 
at New York Hospital and David Mahoney retired very successful businessman chairman of the Dana 
Alliance for brain initiatives this is Larry King Live dunk away change yes oversees there never was a loss of 
respect for the man in fact they wondered what what's wrong with the Americans they could turn away such 
a good man if he made mistakes it was in the interest of doing something better for the world and trying to 
defend him those positions that he held but detectors are always out there there's always a few and then | 
feel sorry for them they don't understand the man they don't know him certainly not as well as | do we're back 
on Larry King Live with David Mahoney if the face is familiar used to 
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Mahoney if the face is familiar used to do his own commercials when he was chairman of the board of Avis 
he now runs the Dana reliance by the way which is privately funded it doesn't fundraise or lobbied Congress 
it makes the public more aware of what's going on in brain research and dr. Denise Barr buddha's director of 
the Stroke Center of New York Hospital we're gonna start including your phone calls Middlesboro Kentucky 
hello hello mr. king | just like to say that | wished the best for president makes them because | think she's a 
great man and I'd like to ask the doctor what are the impending signs of the stroke the signs of a stroke 
numerous numbness in a hand or or a limb a paralysis of a leg or an arm tingling on one side of the body 
difficulty speaking and slurring of speech could all be your impending a sentence is it true David that we 


learned that the longer we keep people alive the more chance they have of getting Alzheimer's or a stroke 
well that's exactly right there's great scientists and the doctors as they've extended the lights a stylist at 10 
20 years you have more problems at the end which is no question about it which is all the more reason to 
continue in these studies and science Hermitage Tennessee with David Mahoney and dr. Denise Babu hello 
yes this is Reverend Cox from Tennessee one question Larry for the doctor aren't there drugs that can be 
used to sort of thin the blood in the process and keep it flowing freely without cloudy the reason I'm asking is 
because my mom suffered a massive stroke and died in 1989 doctor in the prevention of historic a number of 
blood thinning sitting medications they used aspirin heparin coumadin and now to stop working in one of the 
newer drugs on the market once the stars have started there are also blood thinning agents of the being 
used mostly on an experimental basis such as TPA AB site doctor is a rule of thumb 
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TPA AB site doctor is a rule of thumb man this is asked by a layman is the brain more difficult to study the 
cost of its encasement I'm sorry | didn't understand the question is the brain more difficult to study because 
of the fact that it's in case well there's not more difficult to study and there we have some wonderful imaging 
techniques that show the anatomy of the brain like a textbook so in other words we can look at it as we do 
like the cat scan for example even better the MRI scan all right and this has come from things like 
neurological research right well certainly will a PET scan in the MRI which the doctors referring to from 
imaging have just jumped it's all research sometimes it scares me Larry that in this country we're downsizing 
all of our biotechnological research prisons in a matter of example it's not lobbying it's just education that of 
the projects approved by the National Institute of Health in areas such as this only 10% of funding now four 
or five years ago 30 the 40% were funded and in knowing that knowledge is power if the people are aware of 
that that's the PET scans the MRIs the drugs that these wonderful science are doing should be supported in 
going back to your point early well living long and it's one thing to approve it it's another thing to fund it 
precisely right actually isn't the logical duct of our boot that more attention should be paid to research than 
anything else oh absolutely absolutely | mean it would seem to be silly not to Winnipeg Canada hello so uh 
could it be very tight um I would like to know about having a stroke okay | would like to know how many 
symptoms do you have to know before you actually know you have it are there many symptoms or with one 
or two suffice doctor one would suffice one would suffice energy do you have any one of the one you 
mentioned get attentive immediately absolutely that's the message how well across the country David is 
neurological is good 
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country David is neurological is good neurological medicine available | think Larry | speak as a layman of 
course | think it's available | think we have two ways the consciousness of the public that when it's aware and 
leverage all these doctors and scientists and hospitals through programs | know would you Say it it's a good 
bet that the neurosurgeon and the neurologist in Denver is is up to date on the information is the one at the 
University of Pennsylvania | would hope so | would think so | have no reason not to would you guess so 
doctor this information travel fast oh yes very far | have some very good colleagues and all over the country 
San Francisco hello well | can't speak to the Clinton plan so far as the specialties go | do think the Clinton 
plan is trying to understand what has to be done more on research and so by that they'd be premature for 
me as a layman to say that but Larry | feel that there is no health plan by anyone down the road they can 
succeed over the years if we don't go after the research and the prevention and so forth because the cost 
will just materially go through us | think that the Congress didn't President Clinton so forth will come to the 
understanding if they haven't already that research cannot be cut what are your thoughts dr. Borobudur on 
the Clinton plan and as it affects visa vie research in your field everybody's worried but | think so much more 
money is spent on treatment at the moment than on research and that the ratio is really incomparable a little 
increase in research money would go a long way to make life easier a couple of minutes left these certainly 
is one of the brightest people ever met | know you knew them very well know one very well she liked to pull 
yes she was like the well because he was consistent | mean you might not like how he was consistent but | 
found them tough minded | found them hard working I've always 
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| found them hard working I've always found that his word good and | just liked them and perhaps it's 
indomitable will | mean this man had lost elections came back off the deck and | think history is gonna be 
much more favorable to the spirit of a man like president makes him in though presently it was a great 
interview subject was a little surprised the best | mean he's a because he was so on top of things well that's 
the point you'd have to like somebody to work that hard huh dr. Barr boot plainly asked have you seen 
people in this condition that he is in right now recover | have you have so in other words if President Nixon 
were to recover you would not be shocked I'd be surprised | would react shot but so therefore you have seen 
cases of recovery we have seen some very severe brain injuries and very severe strokes do much better 
than we ever anticipated they always said that key 72-hours were in those sort of the end of that now is there 
a kind of period of time here now we should look at 72 to 96 really for peak swelling and it can go on for 
several days beyond that so | think it may be several days if the president survives before any kind of 
prognosis can be made | thank you very much thank you dr. Barr boot for joining us David as always thank 
you Larry to the President and more information on the danger alliances in New York City yes it is 7:45 mm Il 
that's the Dana Alliance David Mahoney as its chairman dr. Denise Babu this directive a stroke center at 
New York Hospital four days after suffering a major stroke Richard Nixon remains in a deep coma CNN's 
Charles Feldman has been keeping close watch at the New York Hospital he joins us now Charles well it 
was only a few minutes ago that we talked with officials here at the New York Hospital Cornell Medical 
Center and what they had to say was what they've been saying for some time now at least for the better part 
of 24 hours and that is that Richard Nixon remains 
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and that is that Richard Nixon remains and Calma the result of that major stroke he suffered earlier this week 
that he is resting comfortably that he is not in any life-support systems and the prognosis remains as it has 
been now for some time guarded at best now earlier this evening Larry King spoke with the head of this 
hospital's stroke unit who said that as severe as the president's condition is there's still some hope the 
president is the fourth and fifth most day of the stroke and this is the greatest time for him that's when brain 
swelling is at its maximal and he is in critical condition does that mean though there is a chance there is a 
chance there is always a chance what if this word had turned around what would happen the swelling from 
now on would slowly subside and progressive improvement would be noted there on there was the head of 
New York Hospital Cornell Medical Center's stroke unit talking with Larry King there's another Nixon that | 
want to talk about right now and that is Richard Nixon's brother Edward Nixon earlier this evening in 
Washington State where he lives he talked with the news media talks with us and he talked about his 
brother's place in history things have changed yes overseas there never was a loss of respect for the man in 
fact they wondered what what's wrong with the Americans they could turn away is such a good man if he 
made mistakes it was in the interest of doing something better for the world in trying to defend with those 
positions that he held but detractors are always out there there's always a few and then | feel sorry for them 
they don't understand the man they don't know him certainly not as well as | do from Washington State 
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well as | do from Washington State Edward Nixon Richard Nixon's brother in the state of California there is 
the Nixon Library and it is asked the Nixon Library throughout this day that people have been pouring in 
streaming in to give their good wishes their hopes that mr. Nixon have a full and speedy recovery with more 
on backstory my colleague Greg LeMond with the grounds of the Nixon Library and meticulous shape in full 
bloom and all decked out for an official visit 1,500 people gathered to hear the words of former first lady 
barbara Bush her visit fear was to speak about three years in the White House but because of former 
President Richard Nixon's brave condition she altered her speech to include the 37th president | think it's 
especially important today that we all gather at the Nixon Library to celebrate Pat and dick Nixon and this 
particular time he's in our thoughts and what better place to be and he's in our prayers even though the 
occasion was for mrs. Bush many of the people here gave their great praise to the man battling for his life | 


think President Nixon is one of the greatest statesmen of this century and | think he's gonna be sorely 
missed he did make a mistake but | think history will prove that he's been a very very fine leader in our 
country and | know he's gonna be greatly missed | thought he was wonderful for the country | thought he did 
a magnificent job as a president | think Richard Nixon is one of the greatest presidents that we ever had | to 
whites is the second highest IQ Thomas Jefferson didn't pursue brilliant President Lee did a lot in foreign 
affairs and he'll go down in history as a great man the number of visitors to the Nixon Library has increased 
over the past several months library officials attribute that to renewed interest in Watergate because of 
whitewater First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton spent the afternoon answering questions about whitewater but 
took time 
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questions about whitewater but took time to think about the president and his family well | think we ought to 
be doing is it's praying for President Nixon and you know from my perspective you know a year ago April that 
my father died at the age of 81 and so you know I'm just mostly thinking about his daughters right now 
Watergate is why Nixon resigned but former President Jimmy Carter in Albuquerque New Mexico says Nixon 
may have been the one who planted the seed for greater world peace he did a lot of good things in foreign 
policy that have benefited those who served after him and he was a very good friend as the world praised for 
Nixon's recovery library officials say there are currently no funeral plans in the works but undoubtedly if the 
former president should lose his battle it is here where he will be buried next to his wife Patricia who was laid 
to rest year last year Greg LeMond CNN jour Belinda California you know as you just heard my colleague 
Greg LaMotte say there was somebody in his report who said she wondered about who she was thinking 
about Nixon's two daughters but we can tell you that his two daughters have been in and out of this hospital 
since their father was admitted here on Monday night they were here today and they may very well still be at 
his bedside this evening as we speak and the latest again from hospital officials is that the 37th President of 
the United States Richard Nixon remains in a deep coma the result of that major stroke he suffered earlier 
this week in short the condition unchanged Lyndon Charl several years ago mr. Nixon made the request that 
a respirator not be used to prolong his life should he fall seriously ill yet with the complications that have 
followed his stroke a respirator often times can increase the chances of survival and reduced the brain 
swelling that mr. Nixon has suffered from have the positions there expressed any sense of regret or 
frustration with those wishes of the former president no | certainly not publicly and what they may be talking 
privately among amongst 
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be talking privately among amongst themselves we don't know but what you said is quite right very often the 
doctors tell us in cases where you have brain swelling which is what is causing this beef coma for mr. Nixon 
what hot what doctors like to do is put the patient on a respirator it helps ease the breathing it takes some of 
the pressure because it slows down the flow of blood to the brain and that sometimes helps bring that 
swelling down the swelling now is what's causing the coma because it presses on the brainstem and that's 
the part of the brain that controls the breathing and other important life functions so by not being on a 
respirator some doctors have expressed the opinion that that may be hurting the prognosis but it is mr. 
Nixon's wish we understand that there be no extraordinary measures taken in the event that he is in the 
coma which of course he is now all right Charles Selden in New York thank you we will be checking back 
with you as you continue your vigil there 
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